Minutes of Prees Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21 September 2026 at 7.15 pm in Prees Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs J Platt, Mrs S Jones, Mrs B Finch, Mrs A Allen, T Nield, Dr J Redgate, J Allen, D Pritchard and M Myles-Hook. Also attending were three members of the public (applicants for co-option) and the clerk Mrs K Sieloff.

136/26   Public Session.  
There were no matters raised.
137/26   Apologies received from Cllr Mrs L Baer.  
138/26   For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests in items on this agenda.   Cllr Mrs J Catterall declared she would not be voting in the selection of the new parish cllr as she is related to one of the applicants.
139/26   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on August 17 2026 (previously circulated.)
Cllr T Nield objected that the draft minutes were incorrect.  He proposed that the paragraph in Minute 127/26 starting ‘After discussion..’ should read as follows
‘After discussion it was resolved to award Prees Village Hall £6,000 in principle, in four quarterly payments of £1500 with the first payment to be authorised at the September Council meeting.  All subject to quarterly reviews and voted on each occasion.  The Village Hall committee to submit quarterly accounts and a management report prior to each appropriate Council meeting.  This was proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.’
This amendment was seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
Cllr Mrs B Finch proposed that the Minutes should now be signed as correct.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  All were in favour.
140/26   Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)
Everything on the Agenda.
141/26   Community Policing Matters.
The PC had been advised that Shrewsbury Street had been registered as a TRUCAM site with the Road Safety team and officers have started carrying out speed enforcement operations there, two of which had resulted in 3 offences being recorded and processed by the Road Safety team.
The Parish Council resolved to continue its current three policing priorities (Speeding, Other Traffic Offences and Anti-Social Behaviour) for the coming quarter.  Proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour. 
142/26   Shropshire Council Report.  (Previously circulated.)
Cllr Malcolm Myles-Hook’s report for September can be found on the PC website in full.   He confirmed that a review of SC finances had shown that all recommendations had been implemented.  He also reported that SC intends to dispose of unused assets such as Whitchurch’s Civic Centre and Shirehall in Shrewsbury. 
143/26    Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
Amendments received to 26/02489/FUL: Erection of front boundary wall.  Whispering Pines, 35 Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Shropshire.
The PC resolved to support the application as amended (Rev B.) This was proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr T Nield.  All in favour.
26/03142/FUL: Erection of a general purpose agricultural building.  Proposed Agricultural Building West Of High Bank, Shrewsbury Street, Prees, Shropshire. Applicant: Mr Pmifsu
The PC resolved to support this application.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All in favour.
26/03319/VAR: Variation of condition no 2 attached to permission 25/03288/FUL dated 27 January 2026.  Condition No :2.  Condition Removal To reflect amended plans.  To alter the approved plan nos to 2555/02 Rev D,  2555/03 Rev B and 2555/04 Rev B.  Amedeus House, 1 Sylvan Close, Higher Heath, Shropshire.  Applicant:  Mr E Parkes.
The Parish Council resolved to object to this Application on the grounds that there is an over-bearing effect on neighbouring homes, with over-looking and consequent loss of privacy and amenity.  It objects also on the grounds of the lack of care with which protected trees have been treated with consequent detrimental effect.  The objection was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr J Catterall.  All were in favour.
For information only:
The following application was not for formal consultation but was for Information Only.
26/03116/AG1: Proposed agricultural storage building.  Fields Farm, Fauls, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2BA. Applicant: B&S Hargreaves.
The PC noted the application.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council
26/02849/PIP: Application for permission in principle for 4-9 dwellings.  Proposed development land west of Pine Patch, Heathwood Road, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire. Decision: Refuse permission.
26/02058/FUL: Proposed construction of a detached dwelling and associated garage (amended description.)  Land south of Pine Patch, Heathwood Road, Higher Heath, Shropshire. Decision: Withdrawn.
26/02638/FUL: Single storey extension to create new kitchen space and single storey entrance extension to the home office.  Broadhay, Broadhay Lane, Lower Heath, Shropshire.  Decision: Grant permission.
26/02572/FUL: Erection of front porch and rear single storey flat roof infill extension.  Church Farm Bungalow, Fauls, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Decision: Grant permission. 
26/02175/FUL: Proposed replacement out-building.  Miami cottage, Weston-Under-Redcastle, Shrewsbury SY4 5LR.  Decision: Grant permission.
26/02320/FUL: Proposed holiday accommodation at Park Coppice Farm, Lower Heath, Prees, Shropshire.  Siting of up to three glamping pods.  Decision: Refuse permission.
144/26  Parish and Parish Council Matters
Co-option of new parish cllr to vacancy.
Two of the five applicants were unable to attend the meeting, but the remaining three attended to introduce themselves to the PC and answer any questions.  Cllrs voted to appoint. The successful applicant was Mrs Agnieszka Ford.  She signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was also signed by the clerk.  Cllr Mrs A Ford was welcomed and took her place within the PC.
Parking around Prees War Memorial: update.
Cllr Mrs Short reported that she had invited all interested parties to meet her on 9.9.26. She intends to contact directly those who were not present.  She reminded the meeting that there is no doubt that there is a Health & Safety issue inherent in the current parking practices. She will seek advice as to the possibility of installing retractable bollards to be used only at termtime dropping-off and picking-up school times.
Resident requests PC support in addressing speeding vehicles on Green Lane, Prees and Shrewsbury Road Lower Heath.
Correspondence had been received from a resident concerned about the speed of vehicles travelling on Green Lane in Prees and Shrewsbury Road in Lower Heath.  The PC considered her suggestions.  The clerk was asked to contact Shropshire Council concerning the possibility of the implementation of traffic-calming measures, updated signage and speed monitoring in these two areas.  She was also asked to contact the Westmercia Police Safer Neighbourhood Team to request targeted speed enforcement activity on these particular roads.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Platt and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
Playground matters
1. Estimates for fencing Higher Heath playing-field.
Clerk reported she had met with a contractor on site to pursue the possibility of fencing Higher Heath playing-field to exclude dogs.  The contractor felt that stock-fencing was not the best option and suggested Vimesh fencing. The quote received for using this on the open two sides of the playing-field, with two gates, was £9110.00 ex VAT.  Clearing the scrub prior to the works is not included in that figure nor is hand-digging, should it be required.  Clerk was asked to ask the contractor to attend a second site visit as Cllrs T Nield and J Allen were keen to discuss the project. Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr T Nield.  All were in favour.
2. Annual RoSPA reports on playgrounds
Clerk had scrutinised the RoSPA reports and provided a report for the cllrs of the recommended works to be done.  She will obtain a quote for the works.
Residents’ concerns about electricity supply at Mercian Place.  Update.
The clerk had been advised by Wrekin Housing that the report from Marches Energy’s consultation had been received and would shortly be considered in order to report back to the residents.
Report from Communications group.
Cllr Mrs J Platt suggested that a strategic plan needs to be made.  The Comms group will meet again before the October meeting.
Westmercia Police survey for completion 
The PC responded to this as a body.  Closing date 14 October 2026.
Tree matters
1 Clerk requests authorisation to engage SC officer to carry out Trees Report at a cost of £220.00.  Action proposed by Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Mrs S Jones.  All in favour.
2 Dead tree at Brades Road playground needs felling.  Quote received for £500.00.  Cllr J Allen proposed that the quote should be accepted and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.  
Local concern expressed regarding empty homes in Harvern Gardens and Mill Street.
Clerk to register concern with Housing Association. 
Draft IT Policy for consideration/approval.
Cllrs asked to feed back on draft IT policy.
145/26   SALC news.
Cllr Mrs J Platt had attended the latest North Shropshire Area Committee meeting where an item had been about the Severn Trent flood team.   She reported that she had been surprised to learn that developers were under no obligation to liaise with Severn Trent when planning a new development.
146/26   Accounting matters
Payment of accounts for September 2026.  The following accounts were presented for payment:
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary September 2026                                                        506.49
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.60                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (11.8.26-16.9.26)                                              272.31                                                                                                                                    
Pimlotts  Grounds Maintenance Ltd  (playgrounds etc August)                        212.00 
Pimlotts Grounds Maintenance Ltd (Lengthsman)                                            320.00              
Steve Oliver  (repairs to War Memorial paving)                                                270.00
Prees Village Hall  (hall rental 19.10.26 )                                                            30.00 
Prees Village Hall   (donation toward running costs: first payment)               1500.00                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                        TOTAL  £3,237.40

The clerk explained that the original quote for the repairs to the War Memorial paving had been £230 but the need for further repairs to the steps had come to light once the work was underway and therefore the time and materials had been increased by £40.00.  The clerk had authorised this additional expenditure with Mr Oliver prior to its completion.
                       
Clerk’s expenditure 11.8.26-16.9.26)
BT line rental contribution September 2026: £ 12.50.
Annual payment to clerk home-as-office payment @ £4.00 per week = £208.00 
Stamps:3 x second class stamps @ 87p = £2.61
Two trips to noticeboards (Notice of Co-option/August Agenda etc) 16 miles at 45 ppm =£7.20.
NO DOGS sign for Prees playground : £42.00
Total=£272.31
Update on Audit 2025-26.
Clerk reported that the Accounts are still with external auditor.
Clerk’s pay-increase (annual increment) to be authorised.
Cllr T Nield proposed that the clerk should be authorised to implement the latest National Joint Council for local government services pay increment, which is to be back-dated to 1 April 2026.  This was seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All were in favour.
August bank reconciliation ready for checking.  
Clerk will deliver in Cllr Mrs Baer’s absence.
147/26    Housekeeping.  Nothing new.
148/26    Facebook.  Nothing new.
149/26    Correspondence.  
Consultation received from Traffic Engineering at Shropshire Council regarding imposition of proposed variable 20mph speed limit, extension of 30 mph and No Stopping on School Keep Clear markings during peak periods in the vicinity of Lower Heath Primary School.  Any comments to be sent to traffic.engineering@shrophire.gov.uk by 5 October. The PC noted the information. 
150/26   Items for next Agenda
On-going PC projects
Enforcement matters.
Heathgates Crossroads
151/26   Exclusion of Public and Press
Cllr Mrs S Short read out the following Proposal:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
The meeting continued in Private Session. 


The meeting was closed at 9.25 pm.  



***

